The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

As a customer of DIRECTV, I am writing to urge you to support the pending merger
of EchoStar and HUGHES, the parent company of DIRECTV. I believe the merger will
increase video and broadband choices for consumers like me.

The combined company will be a much stronger competitor to cable operators by
being able to offer me local TV channels via satellite in my market area, which
I currently do not receive.

I currently have broadband access to the Internet, but the combination of
EchoStar and HUGHES will result in increased competition in the broadband market
by providing an affordable high-speed Internet service nationwide via satellite.

I would also like to make the point that omitting larger market network
affiliates from my local programming choice decimates my right to choose the
programming I want to see. It is my hope that should this merger be approved,
large market affiliates would once again be carried by Directv in my local
market.

I appreciate your consideration of my views.
Sincerely,
Samuel Hawk

4997 East 27 St. So.
Tulsa, OK 74114



